
 

Bradford Attendance Area Review 
Questions and Answers 

 

When will the boundary changes occur? 
New attendance boundaries will take effect upon opening of the new schools. Currently, that is 
anticipated for September 2022.  
 
When will bell times be established? 
Once the boundaries have been approved, the Simcoe County Student Transportation 
Consortium will review the new boundaries and determine bell times based upon busing needs. 
 
Can parents choose to have their child(ren) stay in their current school or is there an 
opportunity for ‘grandfathering? 
Board practice is to permit all Grade 8 students to decide if they want to go the proposed new 
home school or remain at their current school. Grade 8 students wishing to stay at their current 
school will continue to have busing, if eligible for transportation. This is a family choice. 
 
It is not the board’s practice to allow other grade cohorts this option, or allow families the choice 
of which school to attend. Attendance areas are intended to balance enrolment and to ensure 
the appropriate staffing, transportation, resources and learning environments are equitably 
available for the whole community.  Maintaining balanced and predictable enrolment levels are 
integral to that outcome. 
 
What type of transitions are put into place to create this new school? 
As we approach the anticipated opening date, the local school principals will work on exciting 
events to ensure students from each of the schools meet and are part of creating the culture of 
the new school. Supporting student transitions is an important element of any attendance area 
change. 
 
My child has special needs. If they are part of the new school boundary, how will they be 
accommodated at the new school? 
The board’s special education team, including the current school’s staff, will be involved in 
transition planning in order to ensure that there is a seamless and supportive transition to the 
new school. 
 
Will there be before and after school care at the new schools? 
Yes, a before and after school care program will be established at both schools. Bradford 
Progress Childcare Centre has been selected as the operator at the new north Bradford 
elementary school. A provider for the new south Bradford elementary school has not been 
confirmed. Communication will be sent home on how to register for the program. Child cares 
require additional licensing requirements. With the opening of a new school, there are 
sometimes licensing delays, meaning that the program may open a few weeks after the school 
opens. Opening dates will be communicated by the child care operator as soon as they are 
confirmed. 
 
 
 



 

Will there be child care at the new schools? 
The new north Bradford elementary school received capital funding to construct a two-room 
child care. Bradford Progress Childcare Centre has been selected as the operator. 
Communication will be sent home on how to register for the program and anticipated opening 
dates. Child care centres are typically delayed from the school opening.  
The Ministry of Education did not provide funding to construct a child care at the new south 
Bradford elementary school. 
 
How will the schools be named? 
A naming committee for the new school will be formed in the 2021-22 school year as per 
SCDSB policy. The recommended names will be submitted to the SCDSB Board of Trustees for 
their approval. 
 
How are community input and the findings from the ThoughtExchange®® used in the 
decision-making process? 
All input, including that from ThoughtExchange®, is considered as staff finalize their 
recommendations for the Board’s consideration. Community consultation allows staff to identify 
areas and themes of particular interest. This feedback can inform staff about what additional 
information the community may require, and helps to identify areas that may require further 
analysis. It is also helpful in developing transition and implementation plans. All feedback and 
analysis is provided to the Board of Trustees. 
 
Will there be further opportunities for input or community forums? 
After staff have a chance to analyze feedback, a decision will be made on whether or not 
additional opportunities for input are required. The community will be notified in the event other 
consultation opportunities are made available. 
 
How and when is the final decision made? 
In order to obtain additional feedback, the ThoughtExchange® community consultation has 
been extended to June 18, 2021. Over the summer months, staff will analyze feedback from the 
ThoughtExchange®, along with any written submissions and comments. The feedback will be 
compiled in a report that staff will bring to the Business and Facilities Standing Committee in the 
fall. The report and any recommended attendance areas will be considered for approval at the 
subsequent Board meeting.  
 
What is some of the rationale staff uses when proposing certain neighbourhoods for 
transfer over others? 
When establishing attendance areas, the SCDSB must consider a number of factors, including: 
reducing accommodation pressures, addressing the need to accommodate students who live in 
current holding areas, maximizing walk zones, minimizing busing, considering future students 
from new houses, maximizing French Immersion offerings, ensuring school sites have adequate 
space for parking and portables for future growth and determining the placement of county and 
district special education classes.   
 
It is not always possible to meet all of these goals when undertaking a major review. This is the 
case in the Town of Bradford, where we are opening two new public elementary schools within 
the same year. When proposing certain neighbourhoods for transfer, staff focus on areas that 
would have the least impact, and try to target areas that have projected future growth but fewer 
existing residents. 



 

My child walks to their current school. The proposed solution would result in them 
attending a school even further away and now being bused. This goes against some of 
the goals when establishing attendance areas. Why would that be proposed? 
Some schools in very densely populated urban areas have minimal or no bussed students, but 
still have student populations that far exceed the capacity of the school. In these situations, a 
transfer of students is needed to reduce accommodation pressures. It may be necessary to 
transfer students to schools that are further away, with busing provided, in order to balance 
enrolment across the six schools in town.   
 


